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‘A’ Level preparation and summer task 
Task One
In preparation for the first project you will be working on in September, you are to prepare a portfolio of work based on the theme ‘Collections’.  The work should be brought to your first lesson in September where you will present it to the rest of the group.
You may respond to the theme by choosing your own type of collections.  It is your chance to work on a personal project which is interesting to you.  
Your project should take the form of a normal GCSE project, as the assessment objectives and way of working for A level follow a similar route. 
You should ensure that your work includes the following: -
· Initial mind map where you explore possible types of collections
· More developed mind map where you focus in on your chosen area
· Research - in the form of primary and secondary source photographs, 
· Drawings/paintings/studies in a wide range of different media and/or styles, and on different surfaces/substrates. Some of these may be accurate representations, and some may be more experimental. These pieces should be ideally based on your primary source images, but some may be from secondary sources. 
· References to the work of at least 2 artists whose work appeals to you and fits in with your choice of theme. You should analyse the style of their work and create your own responses to their work –artist copies of their pieces – or sections of their pieces. 
· Developed ideas where you use take your own ideas relating to your theme, link them with those of your artists – and then take them further. These ideas must be annotated to show the ‘journey’ of your ideas and your project, and your thought processes as the ideas have evolved. 
· A final piece which is the culmination of your project - ‘Collections’. This may be in any medium and any size. 
Your portfolio should be presented in the form of a sketch book or loose sheets of any size.  At this level of study, you should have filled over half of an A3 size sketchbook at the very minimum.
You may use Google, Pinterest etc. for help and inspiration.  You would also benefit from looking on Youtube at examples of AS/A2 art work/sketchbooks.  
Work on it throughout the summer rather than leaving it until the last week.
Feel free to explore the following pinterest boards https://www.pinterest.co.uk/bensoncat0980/_saved/

Student art guide is also an invaluable resource https://www.studentartguide.com/


Task Two (You may need to visit virtual galleries due to the present restrictions)
You may use this as part of task one and link it to your ‘collections’ project – or you may keep it as a stand-alone task.
Visit at least 4 local art galleries, museums, open studios, or exhibitions.
Here is a list of larger galleries although there are many smaller ones which would be equally worth a visit. 
· Birmingham Art Galleries –including MAC, Ikon
· Walsall Art Gallery
· Wolverhampton Art Gallery 
· Wednesbury Art Gallery
· Bilston Art Gallery
Look at a range of types of art – including painting, sculpture, textiles, photography, and mixed media.
Find a piece of work in each gallery that you make some sort of connection with or find interesting. Complete the attached sheet about your chosen piece of art work in each gallery.
You must also provide evidence of your visits such as a photograph of you outside the gallery or next to your chosen piece of work [if the gallery permits photography inside, you can ask at the reception]. 
	Art Gallery Visited and Date:

	Name/title of art work:

	Name of Artist:

	What information is provided about the work? Leaflets, hand outs, information on gallery wall. Write down what you read:







	Personal Reflection:
What do you think it is about? Why have you chosen it? Do you like it? Why?
Is it part of a series of pieces or a themed exhibition? Tell us more about that.
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Materials and Equipment List – minimum requirements
Bring these items to all of your lessons from September onwards
· A3 Sketchbook with good quality paper
· Small Notebook
· Set of pencils – 2B, 4B, 6B
· Rubber
· Sharpener
· Fine line pen
· Biro
· Glue
· Masking tape
· 30cm ruler
· Other basic favourite materials which you may like to use.


