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GCSES ARE NOW MORE DIFFICULT. . .

•No/less coursework
•More challenging  content 
•No copies of texts in the 
exam

• Increased demand 
•Students will receive number 
grades at the end of year 11



GCSE RESULTS 2026





HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR SON
• Quiet and tidy workspace

• Checking homework 
• Planning study time

• Minimise screen time
• Balanced diet

• Sleep
• Punctuality and attendance

• Support with work experience 
• Discussing KS5 plans, university and career pathways



WHAT MAKES A SUCCESSFUL GCSE STUDENT?
1. Attendance
2. Setting realistic short-term 

targets.
3. Organisation and time 

management
4. Determination
5. Catching up missed work
6. Communicating with staff

Use of Artificial Intelligence to submit summative assessment 
as though it is their own work constitutes academic 

misconduct; schools and exam boards have plagiarism tools!



• Plan what to study 
each day.

• Plan around 
homework, leisure 

time and food.

• Exercise and Sleep

• 5–10-minute break 
for every 30-40 
minutes of work

TIMETABLE



COURSE 
CALENDARS

• Track your 
learning

• Identify areas 
for 

improvement

• Plan revision 
timetables

• Exam dates

COURSE 
CALENDARS 



3 STEP PROCESS
1.Knowledge

2.Memory

3.Application 



KNOWLEDGE
• How can you access the content outside of the classroom?

• Kerboodle 

• Revision guides
• Websites e.g. BBC Bitesize, PMT Less detail
• Youtube     More concise

• Reading is not studying! You need to make it stick using active learning 
techniques



• Condense the 
information

• Useful for making 
flash card, mind 
maps etc.

• Test Knowledge

• Time efficient

• Identifying 
keywords

KNOWLEDGE
ORGANISERS



MAKE IT STICK! 
• Highlight
• Underline
• Annotate
• Rewrite
• Summarise
• Bullet points
• Mind 

Maps/Brainstorm
• Flash Cards

• Knowledge organisers
• Exam questions
• Textbook questions
• Websites e.g. PMT
• Youtube & podcasts
• TEAMS – Student 

resources
• Study groups
• School clubs



MIND 
MAPPING



FLASHCARDS AND POST IT 
NOTES



QUIZZING



REVISE WITH 
OTHERS



RECORDINGS/ PODCASTS/ 
VIDEOS



PAST PAPER PRACTICE
MARK SCHEMES



KEY DATES

Reports 
• Yr 10 PR1- Thursday 12th November 
• Yr 10 PR2- Friday 26th April
• Yr 10 Final Report- Thursday 15th July

Parents Evening
• Thursday 14th January  (4pm to 7pm)

Work Experience 
• WB 17th May

Exam Week
• Monday 21st June to Thursday 1st July 

Options Deadline 
• Friday 25th September 



STUDY SKILLS



SIXTH FORM
Entry requirements September 2024

• A minimum of 7 GCSEs at grade 7 or higher 
including English and Maths.

• A Level subjects have a minimum entry 
requirement of a grade 7 in one or more 
subjects.

• A Level Further Maths requires a grade 8 
minimum

SIXTH FORM



WORK EXPERIENCE 2027



EXPECTATIONS

We expect you to do one of the following-

1. Secure a live, in person work experience placement
2. Complete virtual placements in school



WHEN?

• Live and virtual placements will take place for 1 week from the week 
beginning Monday May 17th, 2027



THE PURPOSE OF WORK 
EXPERIENCE

• Get you out of school into a working environment
• Let you experience a normal work pattern
• To understand the demands of the work environment

• Your placement does NOT have to be what you intend to do as a career, 
but for some careers (e.g. medicine, dentistry) it should be relevant



WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO?

• If you successfully secure a live work experience, you must submit details of 
the placement by Friday February 26th, 2027

• An introductory letter will be emailed to you and available on TEAMS and 
the school website for you to offer to potential hosts- this explains when and 
what you are seeking.

• You MUST ensure you have acknowledgement from the business that they 
are happy to host you- do not assume that just because you asked, it is 
sorted. Acknowledgement should be from either the contact name you 
enter onto the database or the most senior person responsible for you at the 
business

• If you do not have a placement by then, you will automatically be assigned 
to virtual placements in May



WHERE DO I SUBMIT MY LIVE 
PLACEMENT DETAILS ?

• All placements need to be 
checked to make sure they are 
safe and suitable

• Details must be uploaded to a 
website called Mainframe

• It should include the following 
information-

• Student First name
• Student Surname
• Company Name

• Company address
• Post Code 
• Telephone Number
• Contact Name
• Email Address
• Parental details/approval
• Notes



MAINFRAME

https://mainframeng.co.uk/portal/schools

This link will connect you to Mainframe, where you can select either some 
information on placements or upload your placement details to the database 
using the below logons-

Username: studentkehandsworth10

Password: studentkehandsworth10

https://mainframeng.co.uk/portal/schools








AFTER THE DEADLINE

• All placements must be checked for health and safety- THIS CAN TAKE A 
LONG TIME!

• If a placement is considered unsuitable, you cannot use it and will be 
expected to attend the school –based virtual work experience

• After Friday February 26th, updates will be shared when available via form 
tutors



WHY CONSIDER OXFORD 
OR CAMBRIDGE 

UNIVERSITY?

Unique opportunities for growth and academic excellence



WELCOME Academic Excellence
Oxbridge universities are renowned for 
rigorous academic programs and high 
research standards.

Unique Traditions
Students participate in centuries-old 
traditions that enrich their university 
experience.

Career Prospects
Graduates benefit from strong career 
networks and global professional 
opportunities.

Collegiate Community
Close-knit colleges foster social, cultural, 
and personal development opportunities.



ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE

Rigorous Academic Programs
Small-group tutorials and supervisions 
promote deep understanding and critical 
thinking among students.

Distinguished Faculty
Faculty leaders provide pioneering 
knowledge and mentorship across diverse 
disciplines.

Cutting-edge Research
Universities support extensive research and 
resources to foster innovation and 
intellectual curiosity.

Preparation for Success
Academic environment encourages 
independent learning and equips 
graduates to tackle complex challenges.



SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL 

OPPORTUNITIES



WHAT’S  THE PATHWAY TO APPLICATION FROM 
YEAR 10?

1. High academic results
•   Nothing but grades 7-9 at GCSE
• Grades A/ A* at A-level
2. University Aptitude test
• Taken in the Autumn of Year 13 
• More difficult/ new  content 
3. Interview
• Early December of Year 13  



WHAT CAN I DO IN SCHOOL?

• Do your best in all lessons and ask questions. Don’t accept the status 
quo

• Be intellectually curious- read books, listen to podcasts, watch tv and 
films which will challenge and interest you

• Find something that really interests you and discuss it with your friends
• Enjoy learning! 
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